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bindeth them to the same,   Wherefore who can think that you,
persevering in this madness you be now in, which daily by your
letters and doings ye declare yet more and more, should not be
ashamed to call yourselves humble subjects, when your deeds be
so far contrarious.    For who would think that true subjects,
though they were offenders, would not come to any part of our
realm that we should allot under our safe-conduct?   And who
can believe that they should be true subjects, though they declare
it in words, that will not repair to the place appointed by their
prince and sovereign lord, having his safe-conduct?   The Scots,
when they were most enemies, would do so much and more, for
they did sometime resort upon our said cousin of Norfolk's word
into his camp.   How much less, then, ought subjects to indent
with their prince and sovereign either of the place or the coming
in arms and forcible array.   This is no fashion for subjects, but
rather after the fashion of war between prince and prince, which
maketh us to marvel that they would thus blind us with fair
words, calling as their natural and most dread sovereign lord
under God, with desire of our mercy and pity, when nevertheless
the effect of your said letters in sundry points (as in desiring
hostages, a place indifferent, and abstinence of war for fourteen
days after the meeting) showeth the contrary*    What madness
is entered into their heads, that they cannot remember that a
small continuance of this mischief among them shall very shortly
destroy themselves, and utterly devast those parts which they do
inhabit under us?   Can they think they shall be able to work
3ny other effect in the end by this their rebellion against us their
prince and sovereign lord, than to convey themselves to their
own destruction?   It is surely much to our regret to see this folly,
ingratitude and unkindness in them towards us; but we would
be more soriy to see them persevere in such sort in their folly,
that we should be enforced on all sides to extend our princely
power to their repression, and so to destroy the members of our
own politic body. And yet you may assure them that, rather than
they should thus put us, their head and king, and all the rest of
our good subjects to these daily pains and travail, we shall devise
to cut them off, as corrupt members, in such time as their malices
shall, we trust certainly in God, redound to themselves.